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. Ihe political life is a perilous one. You might thini that
T atior proving himself a hardy warrior in the open encounter with
Valeriv Zoin at the UN, Adlai’ Stevenson would have desdivad
well of e American people. But no such thing.
several-weeks ago he was the target of an attack by Sen.
Coldwater, who called him soft on the Russians and climored
tor his dismissal. Now he is the target of a Saturday loveaing
Post article by two journalists who travel close to the Prosiden- . ) -
tizl entourage--Stewart Alsop 'and Charles Bartleit—and they
100 fas reporters) call him soft on the Russians during the caclior
phase of the Cuban crisis, and hint he is on his way out o his
UN jobh. ' .
¥rom ihe Pesidential spokesmen there are the ineviialle .
denials, but they will not drown<out the sounds of the atraci.
Witli the first blood drawn the wolf pack is.in full pursuit. The -
head of stute, even in a powerful-democracy, is bound to have -
some of the trappings of kingship. The intrigue around him ig
ilways palace intrigue, and even the gossip of the palace gnald .
is worth heeding, ‘especially when similar gossip in the casn of . .
thesier Bowles was confirmed by the event. t - : : ’ . _ .
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Alsop dnd Bartlelt confidently veport that Stevensoir ulone .
Syeisained out of step with the “Excomm” group—the excct:liye ¥
. vammiltee of the National Security Council—which made tie LIS ONE Lakow Tt 18 tha hemot of g1 5 70 s e
daily collective decisions during the Cuban erisis and ix now; ' Lhls, one takes it, Is the heayt nent.f Steyens
making them for the world political war as a whole., Stevensen | S0 Presumably ADe held outTagainst tlie strike, even {3 an i
Mlatly denies the crucial elements of the indictment -Uie pro- | UDUon. lven if this is true I cann iLs0e that it is in any hense |
posil for an exchafige of bases, the opposition to Uhe militayy . Hamning.. I have myself not agiced wiill Severar a1y emphased |

E

© phase of the blockade—and calls the story as a whole pooy ve. 'thil stevenson has expressed in his recent stands, and I should '
" porting. T have no pipelines that cnable me to judge who ig. he sm-pz.-ilsec_( i the: President always agrees with them., ™ But
- right and who wrong in this exchange. - surcy this is es it should be. Stevenson, js not o military. man’ |

But one thing I do know. Something more s at stalke bere i:;gfd}ygg.:ﬂ](’%ﬂ‘flx rf]hs U N X mw?%g%gm .‘.»"b‘)jffnﬁﬁec ‘!"’Ii
than the job fate of a man called Adlai Stevenson, who, has B8 SRR BLIS) e JILS 0L oplnion among
missed the Presidency for good but sccurely carved his own 115]; “‘%{i”m‘gﬁagslo’: YVeste;'xl Eur ope, Asia, Africa, Latln Amer. |
pavticular niche in our history. Whether Stevenson stays or Y 8 1¢ have 1o squeeze out the last drop of the |
~#oes as UN- Ambassador . will do little to affect history’s verdict: Plood-ed- - uconvictions'in order to round out a o] COSEENA
on the kind of man he has been. -But the manner of his being ! “m"mé‘m‘mv@ﬁg%ﬁ%: OW always know that they operate.on.|
©§t6 .
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pushed. out—if indeed he is pushed out—affects {he functioning | the thin-edge of history?™™ e i

of Fxcomm itself, which has emerged as. the most imporvtant ! - o ¥ " ® %

decisioli-making institution of contemporary Ameoerica : : T ; LI
) : | Ex S ) L whe it can & . y

Consider what is at stake. There are nine men in EXcomm——: ioomm 15 &Il at the polnt where it cari consolidate ity

the President, his brother Robert, Rusk, “Nen ‘ﬁ‘ﬁ‘fiffé‘f”]ﬁffﬁﬁﬁ. :i,?ﬁmclé"fﬁf ?stua f}gflﬁgnﬁf l:;ng 2?({}.’ o dmlbble it avya}{. - What 1
; (1011. "I'aylor, MeC Qgé,_]’iundy, Sorensen along with some irregulars Sensus bu.t whether the r:mg;;ersl%; ]i:?. ft_ways adlct)l}. hl}g c? it
;4?531?03{0Ifﬁvm’wﬁ%n(lgy'w?ff‘;ﬁnm’ ;11‘211321'915&01“)(;1 Itlﬁgﬁ%v,]&"l@q\(llkd Stevenson) are called “in iri‘egula;ll;oﬁrg ?llllat t}&b; (;Ztlll‘e-.
@ ' ¢ g e erisis, ¥ pecaus: i Dress fheir § nviet - ) Ty td anm 3
divérse” ﬁi_"e"\‘x?f)”oi'l)'f@f’*lﬁ'i‘(?ﬁi'ﬁ”@lfé‘fﬁﬁ*i"fffif‘*[)@i‘»aomlitygryi’)es insured a E:};&S-‘Ji;gzliln;ntréel';eczgvmuons. n?!' 1333201!‘;3(‘1,10 1]y a crisis some dis.,
wyus i it : e A & 0. 205 E laronat in ;
erossfive competition of ideas. "+ to the wolf pack becau m-‘: \ *l%ﬁﬁéé‘im%ﬁl ‘"i'fff'“hal\}:k” of i
. 7 & % - > dove Mgt of WrohgExcomm will bo"Stpiea 6 Gty the®
: At varlous thnes the President, his brother. and Secerelary’ CrosStirediversity ™ot viewpoint, which today gives it vitality, |
MeNamara took the lead in getting a consensus. Ii such a Y- ﬂm't.tcase we might as well change its name to Yescomm-—the |
group It Is not erucial to gof unanimity, buf only to canvass all cml}‘n‘};i QENQMBS’&M%@'. r . ’ S it '
- possibilities and consequences.  The responsibility for final “Tiet me add that I say. this as onc who believes that John }
devision is with the Presdent. After the fvst tense days of the F. Kennedy is in the White House, where he belongs, and Adla |
crisis, say Alsop and DBavtlett, the original division between the Stevenson In the UN, where he too belongs.  If the men reversed |
“hawks” and Lthe “doves”-those who wanted & strilie at the their positions each would be a misfit, Whatevér preslding ;
: missile basds and those who wauted only a blockade— hag givey; Yocmon watches over the American -destiny has wisely lept
- way to a “volling consensus” engiuvered by MeNamava 1o Bsel Stevenson where his. verbal brilliance and- his troubled heart .
the blockade but vetuin “the option of thé Steile at the bases, ‘]‘”'1 goinscience c&;.n_dov‘the‘ most good, and put. Kennedy wlhere ;
“Ooly A yenson: disseuted fropit he Jkeonim Consensus » Jiis drlve .and -will -can give direction. to the - natlon, ~ It “is a
oy e il G + " Lgood paiving, . Let's Keep it . .. .. 1ot e
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